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MARRtASE,  REUGKHJS 
LIBERTY  ASSEMBLY  $ET| 


south  steps  of  the  Misstssipp* 
Capitol  in  downtown  Jack- 
son  Everyone  is  lifted  to 
bring  a  chair  and  hear  speak¬ 
ers  that  will  include  Greg 


of  WiMiem  Carey  University 
in  Hattiesburg.  There  is  no 
charge.  For  more  information, 
call  (601)  292-3329  or  to* 
free  outside  Jackson  (900) 


LJUTZ  FI.  (Florida  Ba  pt.st 
Witness)  -  kUewiJd  Church's 


Fishing.  Faith  and  Fun  min¬ 
istry  has  taught  more  than 
800  Thmpa-area  children  the 
fine  arts  of  tine  knotting,  de- 
bartoing.  worming  hooks,  and 
using  a  rod  and  reel  Dozens 
of  children  also  have  made 


professions  of  faith  during 
the  eight-year-old  ministry 
Jacob  Martin,  director  of 
recreation  outreach  at  fhe 
church  in  Lutz,  R.  said  the 
ministry  is  one  of  the  moat 
popular  activities  for  chil¬ 
dren  on  the  church  calendar 
"From  our  perspecth*.  the 


Schools  stake  positions  after  ruling 


Sudan  pastors  facing 
execution  if  convicted 


but  they  alto  learn  about 
Jeeua  and  whet  He  did  for 
them  on  the  cross  They  team 


instruction  takes  place  m  the 
classroom  end  aieo  along  the 
banka  of  seven  ponds  and 
one  lake  on  kMewikl  s  prop¬ 
erty.  Each  two-and-e-haM-hour 
session  includes  a  devotion 
led  by  one  of  the  teachers 
At  the  end  of  the  six-week 
course,  a  tournament  is  held 
to  offer  the  children  the 
opportunity  to  earn  fishing 
braqgmg  rights  for  e  year.  An 
awards  banquet  for  the  most 
able  fishers  is  held  shortly 
after  the  tournament 


JUBA,  South  Sudan  (BP) 

—  A  judge  in  Sudan  has  ruled 
there  is  enough  evidence  to 
chaise  two  pastors  with  chines 
punishable  by  death. 

The  chaises,  including  as* 
pionage  and  promoting  hatred 
among  or  against  sects,  were 
filed  July  2,  months  after  au¬ 
thorities  arrested  Yat  Michael 
last  December  and  Peter  Yein 
Reith  in  January,  both  of  South 
Sudanese  origin,  for  their  ef¬ 
forts  to  encourage  a  North 
Khartoum  church  in  the  face  of 
a  government-aided  takeover  of 
the  church's  property. 

Katrina  Lantos  Swett,  chair 
of  the  U.S.  Commission  on  In¬ 
ternational  Religious  Freedom 


NASHVAJLE  (BP  and  local  im¬ 
ports)  —  Though  some  Christian 
colleges  and  universities  are  ex- 
tendmg  benefits  to  employees’ 
same  sex  spouses  in  the  wake  of 
the  US.  Supreme  Court’s  legato 
bon  of  same  sex  marriage  nation¬ 
wide,  the  Caundl  lor  Christian 
Colleges  and  Unhenaties  (CCCU) 
in  Washington,  D.C,  says  it  sees 
no  legal  reason  for  institutions  of 
higher  education  to  do  so. 

Shapri  LoMaglio,  CCCU  vice 
president  for  government  and 
external  relations,  told  Baptist 
Press  Christian  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  are  not  obligated  by  the 
Supreme  Court's  June  26  ruling 
to  adapt  employment,  admis¬ 
sions,  or  other  policies  to  recog¬ 
nise  same  sex  marriage. 

CCCU  is  an  association  of  181 
intentionally  Christ-centered  in¬ 
stitutions  around  the  world,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  group's  website. 

-The  court’s  affir  mat  ion  of 
the  First  Amendment  ensures 
that  institutions  will  be  able 
to  maintain  policies  consis¬ 
tent  frith  their  religious  con¬ 
victions,*  LoMaglio  said  in 
e-mail  comments.  “The  new  le¬ 
gal  status  of  national  same  sex 
marriage  paired  with  the  First 
Amendment  can  be  balanced 
to  ensure  that  our  country  af¬ 
fords  civil  rights  to  all  people, 
including  religious  people.  ‘ 

Christian  institutions  of 
higher  education  do  not  face 
an  immediate  threat  of  losing 
their  tax-exempt  status  or  be 


(USC1RF),  has  described  the 
detention  of  the  two  pastors  as 
*a  dear  example  of  the  Suda- 

of  the* country's  smalf  Christian 
community,*  Swett  said  in  a 
statement  in  June  after  initial 
court  proceedings  against  the 

"Theyare  00  trial  simply  for 
demanding  and  urging  their 
congregation  to  remain  strong 
in  the  face  of  restrictions  on 
tbeir  constitutional  right  to  re¬ 
ligious  freedom,”  Swett  said  of 
the  two  men,  who  are  part  of 
the  Presbyterian  Evangelical 
Church  Khartoum  Bahri. 

—  SUDAN  on  p  11 
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AT  RISK  -  South  Suda 
nese  Christian  pastors 
Yat  Michael  and  Peter  Yein 
Reith,  arrested  end  jeiled 
on  trumped-up  charges  by 
the  Muslim  extremists  in 
charge  of  the  Sudan  gov¬ 
ernment,  are  now  facing 
death  sentences  if  convict¬ 
ed  of  the  charges  against 
them.  (Photo  courtesy  of 
American  Center  for  Law 
and  Justice) 


clearly  tied  to  their  religious 
beliefs,*  LoMaglio  said. 

The  three  institutions  of  high¬ 
er  learning  affiliated  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
issued  statements  regarding  this 
issue  to  The  Baptist  Record 

“Blue  Mountain  College  will 
continue  to  uphold  the  traditional 
definition  of  marriage  in  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  our  policies.  Although 
the  Supreme  Court's  recent  deci¬ 
sion  to  legalize  same  sex  marriage 
may  trigger  additional  decirions 
that  wiflirapact  how  faith-based 
institutions  operate,  we  wffl  re¬ 
main  committed  to  the  biblical 
values  upon  which  our  institution 
was  founded,”  said  Barbara  Mc- 
Milhn,  president  of  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  College  in  Blue  Mountain. 

McMilun  said  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  College  is  not  a  member  of 
CCCU  but  hopes  to  secure  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  near  future. 

A  spokesman  for  William 
Carey  University  in  Hattiesburg, 
which  is  not  a  member  of  CCCU, 
said,  The  administration  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Carey  University  continues 
to  closely  monitor  both  national 
and  state  developments  regard¬ 
ing  same  sex  marriage  and  other 
issues,  including  gender  identity. 

"Carey  will  follow  federal  and 
state  law.  However,  like  our  col¬ 
leagues  at  Union  Univereity  in 
Tennessee,  we  are  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  possible  im¬ 
plications  the  Supreme  Court’s 
recent  ruling  may  have  on 
Christian  oofleges.  We  remain 
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WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Charleston:  called  to  forgive 


A  fter  reeling  from  the  *trocious  k)D- 
f\  i^g  in  South  Carotin*,  America 
XJLagain  dropped  iUjavr  as  family 
members  of  the  victims  stood  in  court 
and  spoke  counter-intuitive  word*  of  for¬ 
giveness  to  DyUnn  Roof,  who  confessed 
to  murdering  nine  people  in  Charleston  s 
Emanuel  AME  Ororch. 

Their  testimony  of  forgiveness  shows 
us  that  followers  of  purist  are  committed 
to  doing  what  He  commands  regardless 
of  howthey  might  feel.  As  I  listened  to 
victims'  families  speaking,  I  thought  of 
Jesus’  words:  “The  wind  blows  where  it 
wishes,  and  you  hear  its  sound,  but  you  do 

not  know  where  it  comes  from  or  where  it 
goes.  So  it  is  with  everyone  who  is  born  of 

tfte  Spirit"  (John  3:8). 


No  one  I  know  has  emotionsof  happi¬ 
ness  or  sympathy  for  Dylann  Roof.  Emo¬ 
tions  of  raw  and  angry  feelings  are  bubonng 
up  across  the  country  about  such  a  heinous¬ 
ly  most  act  of  violence.  There  are  aotneHke 

Roxane  Gay  whose  thoughts,  “Why  I  can’t 
forgive  Dyfcinn  Roof,”  appeared  in  The  New 
York  Times  on  June  23.  . 

Instead  of  masting  on  why  we  can  t 
forgive  Dybnn  Roof,  Christians  must 
join  these  family  members  in  extending 
the  forgiveness  to  Dylan  Roof  that  God 
extends  to  us. 

Gay  says  that  she  is  “unwitting  to 
forgive  those  who  show  no  remorse,  who 
don't  demonstrate  any  interest  in  rec¬ 
onciliation.”  Such  a  statement  considers 
forgiveness  to  hinge  on  the  “other  person,” 
but  when  God  calk  us  to  forgive,  the  call  is 
not  focused  on  the  other  person  but  on  us. 

With  forgiveness,  she  says,  “surely  there 
must  be  a  hne.“  She  draws  this  proverbial 
tine  in  the  sand  and  says  that  while  there 
is  a  place  for  forgiveness,  there  is  a  place 
where  forgiveness  cannot  happen.  For  her, 
the  tine  has  been  reached. 

KxttMRffe^  fornvwiess  docs  not  ncjBtc 
the  senseless  ana  sinful  acts  of  murder, 
or  alleviate  the  pain  which  victims’  family 
members  or  friends  now  feel.  Extending 
forgiveness  does  not  erase  the  reality  of 
past  or  current  racism  in  America.  It  does 
not  make  things  right  Extending  forgive¬ 
ness  does  not  bring  the  dead  bade  to  nfe  or 
bring  about  justice.  Extending  forgiveness 
is  not  a  matter  of  our  politics,  but  a  matter 
of  our  hearts. 

Gay  mentions  that  media  attention  sur- 


Guest  opinion 

with  Todd  Brady 


to  make  sense  of  the  incomprehensiW^ 

tomake  sense  of  the  incom^Sensible 
Christians  forgive  because  God  commands 
it  and  Jesus  modeled  it 

We  are  to  bear  with  one  another,  “and, 
if  one  has  a  complaint  against  another,  for¬ 
giving  each  other;  as  die  Lord  has  forgiven 
you,  so  you  also  must  forgive.”  Not  only 
are  Christians  catted  to  forgive  one  anoth¬ 
er,  Christians  are  to  forgive  “as  the  Lord 
has  forgiven  you”  (Colossians  3:13). 

My  forgiveness  of  others  is  to  mirror 
God's  forgiveness  of  me.  When  the  world 
sees  how  1  forgive,  they  are  to  see  how 
God  forgives. 

God  ctid  not  show  forgiveness  to  me 
only  after  I  asked  for  it  Likewise,  God  did 
not  extend  forgiveness  to  me  because  I  had 
earned  it  On  the  contrary,  He  freely  gave 
it  in  spite  of  what  I  had  done.  God  granted 
forgiveness  not  because,  as  Gay  says,  “we 
must  atone  for  our  sins,”  but  because  He 
Himself  atoned  for  my  sins  through  the 
sacrifice  of  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ 

“In  him  we  have  redemption  through 
his  blood,  the  forgiveness  of  our  trespass¬ 
es,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace’ 
(Ephesians  1:7). 

God  has  crossed  the  line  we  might 
imagine.  He  has  provided  foigiveness  for 
us  in  Christ  “But  now  in  Christ  Jesus  you 
who  once  were  far  off  have  been  brought 
near  by  the  blood  of  Chnat”  (Epbeawuw 
2:13).  No  one  is  beyond  the  reach  cf  God  s 


Legal  proceedings  must  now  take  place. 
Justice  must  be  served.  While  we  may  not 
know  all  that  will  happen,  this  one  thing  1 
know;  God  can  forgive  Dylan  n  Roof,  and 
90  must  L 

Brady  is  vice  president  for  university 
ministries  and  assistant  professor  of  min¬ 
istry  at  Union  University  in  Jackson,  Tn. 
His  commentary  appears  courtesy  of  Bap¬ 
tist  Press. 


plummet  Crime  would 
pear.  Best  of  all  -  no  school  child 
would  ever  again  want  for  anything  in 
pursuit  of  hk/her  education. 

The  sky  was  the  limit.  Gambling 
was  going  to  deliver  us  Deliver  us 
from  what,  you  ask?  Everything 
that  was  baa.  Everything  that  was 
holding  us  back.  Everything  we  had 
been  denied. 

Everything,  but  most  of  all  it 
would  free  us  forever  from  poor  pub¬ 
lic  education. 

Switch  to  the  present  and  ob¬ 
serve  as  our  politicians  scramble 
for  enough  money  to  fund  schools. 
Watch  as  supporters  of  public  educa¬ 
tion  become  frustrated  enough  to  go 
through  the  arduous  initiative  pro¬ 
cess  just  to  force  legislators  to  cough 
up  the  money  they  promised  years 


y  .v  •. 


Z3E5XX 


has  now  begun  its  k>  _ 
spiral  in  the  state. 

This  is  an  election  year  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  We  need  to  ask  every  politician 
vmow^te^^re-dject  him/her, 

a  lot  5  thXSStlt  was  a  lot  ofmonoy. 
Where  is  it? 

If  you  don't  get  a  direct,  reason¬ 
able  answer,  then  you  have  a  decision 
to  make  in  the  next  few  weeks.  Pray 
about  it  and  vote  as  the  Lord  leads. 


4* 
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Iran  to  release  pastor  imprisoned  since  2010 


KARAJ,  Iran  (BP)  -  Pastor 
Farshid  Fathi,  imprisoned  in 
Iran  for  his  faith  since  2010, 
has  been  granted  a  Dec.  10  re¬ 
lease  two  years  earlier 
than  expected  from 
the  notoriously  bru¬ 
tal  Rajai  Shahr  pris¬ 
on,  ,  Elam  Ministries 
has  announced. 

Ann  Buwalda,  a 
board  member  of  the 
Iranian-led  ministry 
that  " 

in  the  Mideast  nation, 
called  the  early  release  “positive 
news  which  has  greatly  encour¬ 
aged  Farshid  and  his  family.  We 
join  diem  in  praising  God  for 
this  development  and  for  those 
who  have  made  it  posable." 

The  reason  for  the  early  re¬ 
lease  was  not  given,  but  Fathi 


was  informed  July  4  of  his  new 
release  date,  and  the  news  was 
revealed  to  the  public  two  days 
Later,  Elam  Ministries  reported. 

Fathi  had  been  im¬ 
prisoned  since  his 
arrest  the  day  after 
Christmas  2010  at  his 
borne  in  Tehran.  He 
was  originally  taken 
to  Evin  prison.  In  a 
February  2012  trial, 
he  was  convicted  of 
“action  against  the  na¬ 
tional  security,"  after 
beinc  accused  of  “co¬ 
operating  witn  foreign  organi¬ 
zations  and  evangelism,"  Elam 
Ministries  said 

His  original  sentence  of  six 
years  was  extended  by  a  year  in 
December  2014  on  false  charg¬ 
es.  He  had  been  injured  in  an 
attack  by  Evin  prison  guards 


on  April  17,  2014,  and  was 
transferred  to  the  Rajai  Shahr 
prison  in  August  2014  for  un¬ 
known  reasons. 

In  the  attack  in  April  2014 
—  the  Thursday  before  Eas¬ 
ter  —  an  officer  broke  Fathi ’s 
foot  and  toe  and  dented  him 
medical  treatment  until  Faster 
Sunday.  With  his  foot  in  a  cast, 
Fathi  sent  a  message  of  forgive¬ 
ness  to  Christians  praying  for 
his  safety. 

“Of  course,  we  forgive  them 
for  all  they  have  done  to  us 
because  we  are  the  followers 
of  the  One  who  says,  ‘Father, 
please  forgive  them  because 
they  don’t  know  what  they  are 
doing,’"  Fathi  wrote,  according 
to  a  letter  posted  on  Elam  Min¬ 
istries’  website.  “So  my  dear 
friends,  please  in  these  days 
pray  for  me  that  1  may  know 


'Of  course,  we  forgive  them  for  all  they  have  done 
to  us  because  we  are  th  j  followers  of  the  One 
who  says.  Father,  please  forgive  them  because 
they  don't  know  what  they  ire  doing.'  So  my  dear 
friends,  please  in  these  days  pray  for  me  that 


I  may  know  Him  and 


Him  and  be  found  in  Him  and 
the  power  of  resurrection." 

Buwalda  requested  contin¬ 
ued  prayer  for  Fathi  as  he  nears 
his  release.  His  wife  and  two 
daughters  have  lived  in  Canada 
since  2013.  According  to  Elam 
Ministries,  Fathi  is  among  an 


be  found  in  Him  and  the 
power  of  resurrection 

^ -»  p  ,  |i,; 
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estimated  90  Christians  impris¬ 
oned  in  Iran  as  punishment  for 
their  faith. 

Elam  Ministries,  based  in  Al¬ 
pharetta,  Ga.,  lists  its  mission 
on  its  website  as,  “to  strengthen 
and  expand  the  church  in  the 
Iran  region  and  beyond." 


Free  rodeo  event  leads  lost  to  salvation  in  N.C. 


ARCHDALE,  N.C.  (BP)  -  Roping 
calves  and  riding  bulls  aren’t  gener¬ 
ally  associated  with  church  congrega¬ 
tions,  but  Triad  Cowboy  Church  (TCC) 
places  a  high  priority  on  offering  a 
tree  evangelistic  rodeo  to  the  local 
cowboy  community. 

“It’s  just  a  good,  clean,  multi-hour 
event  that  a  family  can  go  to,*  said  pas¬ 
tor  Doug  Davis,  pastor  of  the  church 
in  Archoaie,  N.C.  “We  provide  every¬ 
thing.  Rodeo  is  something  people  are 
attracted  to." 

This  year’s  rodeo  attracted  more 
than  3,000  people  and  resulted  in 
121  professions  of  faith  and  249  reded - 
ications.  During  the  worship  service, 
Davis  shared  an  evangelistic  mes¬ 
sage  and  invited  commitments.  Some 
filled  o*u  cards,  which  were  then 
placed  in  buckets,  but  others  came 
forward  in  the  arena  to  pray  and  make 
public  decisions. 

Those  who  made  commitments  were 
given  a  cowboy-themed  New  Testa¬ 
ment  Bible  and  a  booklet  called,  Living 
in  Christ. 

This  was  the  first  time  the  church  of¬ 
fered  a  public  altar  call  during  the  wor¬ 
ship  service  and  held  a  public  baptism. 
Five  members  agreed  to  be  baptized  by 
Davis  and  Jim  King,  TCC's  associate 
pastor,  in  a  water  trough  on  a  trailer 
towed  by  a  truck  into  the  arena. 

David  said  the  stands  filled  up  for 
the  baptisms.  “For  the  first  time  it 
was  like  a  holy  hush  fell  over  the  en¬ 
tire  arena,"  Davis  said.  “People  were 
not  talking.  People  were  totally  enr 
grossed  in  the  baptism.  It  was  abso¬ 
lutely  unbelievable." 

Decisions  will  be  sorted  and  shared 
with  pastors  in  Randolph  Association 
or  the  appropriate  Baptist  associations 
elsewhere  for  follow-up. 

Rodeo  events  included  team  roping, 
mutton  busting,  greased  pig  chases, 
barrel  racing,  and  null  riding.  Outside 
the  arena,  volunteers  set  up  kids’  slides 
and  bounce  houses  and  had  a  train  to 
ride.  The  only  cost  was  for  food,  which 
the  group  tries  to  keep  affordable. 

Davis  said  the  rodeo  takes  all  year 
to  plan  and  costs  more  than  $10,000. 


. 


RODEO  SALVATION  -  Doug  Davis  (right)  and  Jim  King  baptize  Chelsea  Kindall  during  Triad  Cowboy  Church's 
annual  rodeo  in  Archdale,  N.C.  Unlike  other  rodeos  that  charge  as  much  as  $25  for  admittance,  this  one  is  free.  (BP 
submitted  photo) 


Purse  prizes  are  given  to  winners  of  the 
professional  events.  The  church  also 
held  a  drawing  for  an  iPad. 

Former  world  champion  bull  rider 
Jerome  Davis  and  his  wife  Tiffany  (no 
relation  to  pastor  Doug  Davis)  host 
the  event  on  their  property  where 
they  raise  livestock  for  rodeos.  Jerome 
Davis  was  paralyzed  in  a  1998  hull  rid¬ 
ing  accident. 


The  Davises  and  most  of  TCC’s  mem¬ 
bers  volunteer  to  help  with  the  event. 
The  church’s  flag  team  performed  and 
a  member  sang  tne  national  anthem. 

“Just  about  the  entire  church  is  in¬ 
volved,"  Doug  Davis  said.  “This  is  a 
major  deal.  It  takes  a  lot  of  hands  on 
deck  to  pull  this  off." 

The  event  began  at  a  time  when  the 
economy  was  struggling,  Davis  said. 


Typical  rodeo  events  cost  $25  per  person 
for  adults  and  about  $10  for  children, 
but  he  said  TCC  wanted  to  offset  those 
costs  as  much  as  possible.  They  recruit 
sponsors,  who  are  recognized  for  their 
contributions.  The  larger  sponsors  are 
allowed  to  set  up  displays,  but  they  can  t 
sell  anything.  In  seeking  to  optimize 
the  outreach  each  year,  Davis  said,  “We 
blanket  our  community"  for  support. 


The  Baptist  Record  July  16,  2015 


3 


3ECX  \  j 


limelight  of  life  and  someone  was  taking 
them  to  task  and  criticizing  them  and 
cutting  them  to  shreds.  Did  you  step 
up?  Kd  you  say  anything?  Did  you, 
out  of  a  relationship  that  is  positive  and 
good,  say,  “I  don’t  think  that’s  correct 
and  1  don’t  think  you  need  to  be  saying 
all  of  that"?  Sad  to  say  that  oftentimes 
in  battles  today,  people  often  get  caught 
on  the  right  or  the  left  or  even  attacked 
from  behind  and  nobody  does  any¬ 
thing  or  says  anything  to  cover  them  or 
defend  them.  You  may  think,  “Well,  it’s 
none  of  my  business."  What  if  you  were 
in  the  same  situation  and  were  attacked 
from  behind?  Do  you  think  it  would  be 
your  fellow  soldier’s  and  friend's  busi¬ 
ness  to  help  you?  Probably  so  and  you’d 
probably  be  right,  so  do  it  for  them. 

Occasionally,  someone  wil!  take 
a  strong  stand  for  a  biblical  position 
related  to  morals  or  abortion  or  mar¬ 
riage  and  all  of  a  sudden  in  this  world 
of  flash- pan  media,  it  spreads  every¬ 
where  and  often  Christians,  about  the 
only  thing  they  can  come  up  with  is, 
"What  do  you  think  about  what  he  said? 
_  What  do  you  think  about  what  she 
that  they  did?"  Instead  of  saying,  “You  know,  I 
don’t  know  all  of  the  things  involved  in 
that  skirmish,  but  1  do  admire  them  for 
standing  up  for  good  things,  for  right 
things,  mr  people  who  have  right  posi¬ 
tions  and  right  hearts." 

It  takes  courage  to  go  to  battle.  It 
takes  courage  to  care  about  your  fel¬ 
low  soldiers,  and  it  takes  an  enormous 
amount  of  courage  and  care  and  dis¬ 
cipline  to  respond  to  something  when 
you  can  turn  your  head  and  pretend 
that  nothing  is  happening.  You  and  I 
are  needed  today.  Step  up  to  the  task. 
Watch  those  on  your  right  and  left  who 
may  need  you  and  cover  the  backs  of 
folks  wherever  you  can.  The  Lord  will 
bless  you  as  you  stay  true,  and  stay  in 
the  battle. 


t  is  interesting  as  you  read  Scrii 
to  see  how  many  times  the  Bib! 
.  describes  living  ll~  CL.  —  C 


_  the  Christian  life  as 

going  to  battle.  Tfie  apostle  Paul  was 
extremely  conscious  of  the  military 
that  was  around  him  and  sometimes 
guarding  him,  and  he  would  advise  us 
By  saying  things  like,  “We  wrestle  not 
against  flesh  and  blood"  (Eph.  6:12)  and 
he  goes  on  to  explain  there  is  a  greater 
enemy  than  just  those  around  us  who 
may  seem  to  oppose  us.  He  outlines  for 
us  at  one  point  that  we,  tike  most  going 
to  battle,  need  to  be  properly  equipped 
and  dressed  and  he  outlines  all  the 
things  that  we  need.  “Put  on  the  whole 
armor  of  God’  (Eph.  6:10),  be  says. 

Today,  without  question,  Chris¬ 
tians  are  in  a  battle.  Probably  never  in 
centuries  have  Christians  been  under 
greater  attack  than  now.  The  news  is 
constantly  telling  of  Christians  who  are 
captured,  killed,  some  decapitated,  and 
otners  thrown  into  waters  to  drown 
and  some  simply  shot.  Men,  women, 
young  people,  small  children,  Christians 
destroyed.  While  we  may  think  that  is 
somewhere  else  and  not  even  remotely 
connected  to  our  world,  it  is  probably 
important  to  stop  and  look  around,  for 
in  our  culture  now  principles  of  the 
Christian  faith  and  clear  teachings  of 
the  troth  of  Scripture  are  often  rejected 
and  ridiculed. 

Things  we  used  to  hold  in  faith  as 
unshakeable  troth  have  been  set  aside, 
scoffed  at,  and  redefined.  Just  over  the 
last  few  years  we  have  watched  as  drug 
use  has  gone  from  an  evil,  disruptive 
force  to  legalized,  accepted  forms  of 
recreation.  We  have  watched  as  bibti- 
c  d  marriage  of  a  man  and  a  woman 
is  talked  about  in  terms  of  traditional 
narriage,  and  then  discussed  in  terms 
jf  whats  tradition  to  you  is  not  tradi¬ 
tion  to  me  and  marriage  haiaf.  pleased 
forward  as  same  sex  or  group  relation¬ 
ships  or  basically  whatever  you  feel 
like  is  right  for  you  is  what  is  actually 
right  for  you.  Since  the  people  of  God 


Battle  Plans 


are  caught  up  in  a  war  that  calls  for  our  on  your  left  and  on  your  right  If  you 

best  all  the  time,  it  might  be  good  for  us  do,  you  may  quickly  find  the  person  on 

to  know  some  important  priorities  and  your  right  or  left  doesn  t  care  about  you 
rules  of  battle.  either  and  with  that  thought  permaat- 

The  first  thing  you  need  to  remem-  ing  the  troops,  the  battle  will  certMflly 
her  as  you  focus  on  the  enemy  is  that  it  be  lost  Not  only  must  you  care  about 
is  not  all  about  you.  There  are  others  the  person  on  the  right  and  on  the  left, 
involved,  but  you  are  needed  to  focus  but  you  need  to  be  ready  to  cover  their 

on  doing  what  you  can  do  to  make  a  backs  and  have  the  e* 

difference.  But  in  any  battle,  the  issues,  will  cover  your  back, 
the  conflict,  the  outcome  is  far  larger  Our  enemy  has  no  concern  and  no 

than  just  you  or  me.  We  live  in  an  “I,  scruples  about  shooting  people  in  the 

me,  mine"  world,  but  in  the  Kingdom,  back,  and  if  there’s  no  one  in  your  life  things, 

we  are  a  part  of  a  great  people  and  a  and  circle  of  friends  and  influence  and 

great  army  and  it  doesn  t  involve  you  or  church  who  care  enough  about  you  to 
me  alone.  cover  your  back,  you  will  probably  get 

Recently,  some  of  our  U.S.  troops  shot.  How  do  you  go  about  doing  that, 

were  being  honored  because  of  their  covering  somebody  s  hack?  Well,  it 

valor  and  heroics  in  battle.  As  they  usually  takes  place  when  somebody  is 

were  interviewed  before  the  ceremonies,  attacking  another  person  and  they  may 

one  of  the  soldiers  said  that  one  of  the  not  even  be  aware  of  it.  They  come  _ , 

main  things  you  have  to  keep  in  mind  in  front  the  back  side,  guns  blazing,  critical  are  needed 
battle  is  the  person  to  your  right  and  the  words  spewed,  misinformation  and  in- 
person  to  your  left.  You  not  only  have  nuendos  about  life  told  and  nobody  says 
a  responsibility  for  yourself  but  what  anything  about  it  or  defends  a  person 

are  they  facing  and  how  can  you  help.  from  this  backside  attack. 

What  if  they  get  hurt  or  wounded  or  How  long  has  it  been  since  you  saw  a 

even  lulled?  How  does  that  change  your  fellow  believer,  maybe  a  Sunday  school 
place  and  plan?  You  cannot  go  into  teacher,  maybe  a  deacon,  maybe  a  pas-  The  author  can  be  contacted  at  di 

battle  without  caring  about  the  person  tor,  maybe  a  friend  who  had  been  in  the  rectionsQmbcb.org. 
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music. 

►  Houcks  Rotmat  Church, 
Brookhaven  Homecoming, 
July  19;  service,  10  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  fellowship  meal; 
Thad  Owens,  Jr.,  speaker. 
Tommy  Owens,  music;  Ken 
Parvin,  pastor. 

k  Pleasant  Grove  Church, 
Brookheven:  Revival,  July  19 


-  24;  Matt  Buckles,  speaker; 
Harvey  Magee,  music. 

22;  Sun.,  louts  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Moo.  -  Wed,  7  pun.;  Wade  Ste¬ 
vens,  speaker,  Josh  Bufford,  mu¬ 
sic;  Daniel  Fortenberry,  pastor. 
►  Mara  HHI  Church.  Amite 
County;  Bicentennial  celebra¬ 
tion  and  revival,  July  t9  -  22: 
Sun.,  registration,  coffee,  and 
doughnuts,  9:30  a.m.;  service. 
10:30  a.m.;  Larry  Fields  and 
Bruce  Fields  leading  in  wor¬ 
ship;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p  m.  ;  Joel 
Williams,  Adrian  Fairchild, 
and  Victor  Walsh,  speakers; 
Randy  Carruth,  music. 


rival,  July  19  -  22;  Sun.,  1-  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  noon 
and  7  p.m.,  Campers  on  Mis¬ 
sion,  leaders;  George  C  John¬ 
son,  pastor. 

►  H - H  -  At..  -1. 

rww  nonw  unurui,  ocon 

Association:  Revival,  July  19 
-  22;  Sun.,  u  a.m. ,  followed 
by  covered  dish  lunch;  Mon.  - 
Wed,  7*0  jun.;  Mark  Gregory, 


erfjane  Robertson,  musiefur- 

ry  W.  Ynber  naMor. 

►  Victory  Church.  Baseflehl 

Revival,  July  19  -  22;  Sun^  11 
a.m.  and  6  jun.;  Mon.  -  Wed, 
7  p.m.;  Brett  Ghoiaon.  speaker; 
Lyn  Holloway,  music;  Nathan 


music;  Billy  McKay,  pastor. 

►  Holcomb  Church,  Holcomb 
tooth  year  anniversary,  July  19; 
service,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  pot- 
luck  lunch;  several  guest  speak¬ 
ers;  Kerin  Tribble,  pastor. 

►  Hrst  Church.  Satartia 
Homecoming,  July  19;  service, 
10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch; 
Barry  Ward,  speaker,  Ronnie 
Cottingham,  music. 

►  Star  Church,  Star:  Revival, 
July  19  -  22,  7  p.m.;  Billy  Joe 
Pierce,  speaker;  Price  Harris, 
music. 

►  Holly  Springs  Church, 
Foxworth:  Revival,  July  19 
-  24;  Sun.,  11  a.m.,  followed 


►  Silver  Creak  Church,  Mc- 
Comb:  Revival,  July  19  -  22; 
Sim.,  10:45  a.m.,  followed  by 
dinner  on  the  grounds  and  1:15 
run.;  Mon.  -  Wed,  6:30  p.m.; 
Mike  Morris,  speaker;  pastor 
Mike  Moak,  music. 

►  Ml  Vernon  Church,  Lib¬ 
erty:  Homecoming  July  19; 
service,  10:30  a.m.,  followed  by 
covered  dish  dinner.  Scott  Cap- 
pleman,  speaker,  Steve  Bishpp, 
music;  Jerry  Causey,  pastor. 

►  Hickory  Grove  Church,  La¬ 
mar.  Revival,  July  19  -  24,  Sun.. 
10^0  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch 
and  afternoon  service;  Mon.  - 
Fri,  7  p.m.;  Brad  Ford,  speaker 


YAP  ETWO  RTO,  YALY  B  HBEE  XPSO  L 
QLFBSP  BS  YAP  ELSO,  STY  L  QLFBSP  TQ 
MWPLO,  STW  L  YABWXY  QTW  HLYPW, 
MZY  TQ  APLWBSR  YAP  HTWOX  TQ  YAP 
ETWO. 

LFTX  PBRAY:  PEPGPS 

Clue:  X  *  / 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  weeks 
puzzle:  John  16:32 

By  Charles  Marx.  1 932-2004.  C  2005 
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TUCKERS  CROSSING  CHURCH,  LAUREL,  hon-  CANAAN  CHURCH,  COLUMBUS,  recognized  Bill  GOOD  HOPE  CHURCH,  RICHTON,  ordained 
ored  graduates  Alex  Ellzey,  Hunter  McLemore,  and  Robinson  for  40  years  of  faithful  service  as  deacon.  Josh  Freeman  to  the  Gospel  ministry.  He  is  shown 
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MT.  PLEASANT  CHURCH,  GLOSTER,  honored 
oldeat  father  G.  B.  Steele  and  youngest  father  Oele 
Floyd  on  Father's  Day. 


,  •  *  v 
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CUMBERLAND  CHURCH,  MABEN,  ordained 
Charlie  Walthem  II  as  their  new  pastor.  Shown  are 
Donnie  Buckner,  Wellham,  and  Wade  Stevens. 


baby  dedication  June  17  Shown  are  pastor  Michael 
Harper,  parents  Hannah  Moore  &  Trent  Travis  with 
daughter  Rivers  Mae  Travis. 
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Children  from  FIRST  CHURCH.  EUPORA.  recently  spent  a  few  days  at  Kid's  The  children  of  NESHOBA  CHURCH.  UNION,  attended  CentriKid  camp 
Camp  at  Shocco  Springs  near  Talladega,  Ala.  June  22  -  26. 
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College  News 


201 5  State 
Bible  Drill  Selection 
Tournament  Winners 


Student*  from  across  Mississippi  participated  in  the  Bible  Drill 
State  Selection  Tournament  at  Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison. 
I.The  FRIENDS  OF  BIBLE  DRILL  award  was  presented  to 
Randy  and  Donna  Mobley,  Church  Road  Church,  Horn  Lake. 
They  ere  shown  with  Marcus  Peagler  (right),  director,  Dis- 
cipleship  &  Family  Ministry  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board.  2.  HIGH  SCHOOL  TOURNAMENT  win¬ 
ners  are  Jessica  Lang,  Cleary  Church,  Florence,  2nd  place, 
left;  Mick  Gill,  First  Church,  Byhaiie,  1st  place,  right  (photo  1); 
and  Anna  Eliese  Langley,  Prentiss  Church.  3rd  place,  shown 
with  Peagler  (photo  2).  3.  NINE  YEAR  SCHOLARSHIP  win¬ 
ners  are,  from  left,  Leah  Boxx,  First  Church,  Coffeevifle,  3rd 
place;  Anna  Eliese  Langley,  Prentiss  Church,  1st  place;  Bai¬ 
ley  Beaird,  Fairview  Church,  Columbus,  2nd  place;  and,  not 
shown,  Hannah  Parker,  Trinity  Church,  Felton,  4th  place.  4. 
MIDDLE  SCHOOL  TOURNAMENT  winners  are,  from  left, 
Aaron  Phillips,  Hope  Church.  Neshoba  Association,  1st  place 
(tie);  Hannah  Jackson,  First  Church,  Wiggins.  3rd  place  (He); 
Anna  Kertey,  Prentiss  Church,  Prentiss,  3rd  place  (tie);  Sarah 
Boxx,  First  Church,  Coffeeville,  3rd  place  (tie);  and  Natalie 
Sumralt,  Grace  Church,  Rankin  Association,  1st  place  (tie). 


Pictured  ere  participant*  in  the  Mississippi  Baptist  All-State  Youth  Choir  and  Orchestra 
rehearsal  camp  at  the  WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  Hattiesburg  campus  from  June 
8-11.  All-State  consist*  of  146  ninth  through  12th  graders  selected  from  around  Mississippi 
through  an  audition  and  interview  process. 

BLUE  MOUNTAM  COL-  I 
LEGE  received  the  Southern 
States  Athletic  Conference 
Sportsmanship  Award  in  men's 
sports,  taring  the  2014-15 
season,  BMC  won  team  sports¬ 
manship  awards  in  men's 
basketball  and  goH ,  thereby 
earning  the  most  points  for  the 
overall  award.  Coaches  pic¬ 
tured:  Austin  Kimbrough  and 
Curt  Fowler,  boaebai;  Danny 
McKenzie,  men*  golf;  J.D. 

Parker,  men*  basketball;  Phillip 

Leney.croas country  .  .  ,„II„IM  |m  . 

Members  of  the 
PEARL  RIVER  AS 
SOCIATION,  head¬ 
quartered  in  McNeill, 
traveled  the  length 
of  the  state  to  Blue 
Mountain  College  and 
spent  the  first  week  of 
June  transforming  the 
former  BMC  Campus 
Store  into  the  cd- 

|  lege*  new  Admission 

Offices 


COLLEGE  president 

la  pictured  with  the 
recently  inducted  2015- 
2016  Student  Body 

Association  officers 
(I  to  rh  John  Richard, 
vice  president  Me- 

liiMin*  r\ - l  u. 

TVitlltfr,  U0<uK  n\i niOi 

president  James  Baker, 
secretary/treeeurer. 


BLUE  MOURfTABf  COL¬ 
LEGE'S  Baptist  Student 
Union  held  its  annual 
Commissioning  Service 
for  students  serving  as 
summer  missionaries 
and  summer  workers. 
Eleven  BMC  students  will 
be  serving  as  summer 
missionaries  in  the  United 
States  and  five  will  be  in 
foreign  countries.  A  total 
of  15  BMC  students  will 
be  working  in  Mississippi 
at  Baptist  camps  and  Stu 
dent  Ufa  conferences 
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Futral  reflects  on  service  in  smaller  churches 


Editors  Note:  The  Baptist  Re¬ 
cord  recendu  asked  Jim  Futral, 
executive  (Erector-treasurer  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  (MBCB)  to  consider 
his  mimstry  in  smoker  churches. 
MBCB  is  presenting  "Celebrate 
the  Small  Strong  Congregation,” 
a  conference  at  First  Church, 
Jackson,  Sept  24.  Futral  puts  the 
conference  in  the  context  cjfwhat  it 
means  to  pastor  a  smoker  church. 


tist  life,  what  makes  the  smaller 
membership  church  so  important? 

FUTRAL:  The  question  begs 
for  an  answer  that  I  am  unable  to 
give  simply  because  a  follow  up 
question  would  be,  "What  church 
is  not  important?"  If  you  were  to 
listen  to  Jesus  in  His  fetters  to  the 
churches  of  Asia  you  would  d»- 
cover  that  the  “big*  churches  with 
all  the  bells  and  whistles  and  ac¬ 
tivities  aoing  on  were  the  ones  that 
received  some  very  direct  criticism 
from  Jesus.  "You  claim  that  you’re 
alive  but  you’re  dead.  You  are  hike- 
warm  and  1  would  rather  that  you 
be  hot  or  cold."  Jesus  recognized 
that  sheer  numbers  do  not  make  a 
great  church.  Multiple  activities  do 
not  make  a  church  great  or  large, 
but  whether  the  church  has  fig 
numbers  or  qmaD,  their  relation¬ 
ship  to  Jesus,  thear  fiuthfiilness  to 
Him,  and  their  heart  for  a  world 


that  jsjost  without  Him  makes  all 
the  difference. 

RECORD:  What  are  the  ben¬ 
efits  of  beu%  a  paslor  of  a  smaller 
membenhip  church? 

FUTRAL:  I  guess  the  best  way 
that  I  can  deal  with  the  second 
question  is  to  reach  into  my  own 
personal  mile  of  walking  with  Je¬ 
sus,  for  I  spent  moat  of  my  grow¬ 
ing  up  yean  in  small  churches. 
My  dad  was  a  pastor  but  never 
the  pastor  of  a  megachurch.  What 
today  would  be  described  as  a 
small  church  was  generally  where 
he  served,  preached,  lowed,  bap¬ 
tized,  encouraged  folks.  GeneraDv 
speaking,  my  dad  was  the  oniv  staff 
member.  The  only  other  work  and 
staff  positions  were  hik'd  by  people 
who  volunteered  to  woric  with  the 
chou-  or  the  youth  or  special  activi¬ 
ties  that  we  would  have.  There’s  a 
lot  to  be  said  for  that  kind  of  envi¬ 
ronment  Rather  than  people  just 


to  do  the  work,  and  watching  them 
perform  the  majority  of  the  time, 
rt  was  hands  on,  getting  ready  for 
Vacation  Bible  S&ooi  or  the  kick 
off  a  new  Sunday  school  year,  a 
banquet,  or  promotion  of  the  bud- 
get  It  all  came  because  people 
would  involve  themselves  in  what 
they  saw  as  kingdom  woric  in  their 
church.  That  festiB  vital,  whatever 
size  church.  The  numbers  may 


reflect  that  people  be  engaged, 
involved,  personally  fulfilled,  and 
personally  responsible  for  some 
piece  of  kingdom  work. 

RECORD:  What  unique  chal¬ 
lenges  does  a  pastor  of  a  smaller 
membership  church  face? 

FUTRAL  As  one  of  those 
pastors  for  many  years,  I  would 
say  that  one  of  the  great,  reoccftr- 
ring  challenges  is  to  find  people 
who  wj  respond  and  volunteer 
and  harness  up  to  do  a  work  with 
faithfulness  and  effectiveness. 
They  should  let  God  use  them, 
finding  Sunday  school  teachers, 
committee  members,  workers.  It 
was  always  a  constant  challenge, 
and  I  thought  that  it  was  unique  to 
where  1  was.  In  time.  When  I  be¬ 
came  pastor  of  a  larger  church  in 
numbers  and  size  of  budget  and 
those  lands  of  things  I  discovered 
that  the  same  dilemma  existed  in 
trying  to  help  people  understand 
their  role  in  being  enraged  in  do¬ 
ing  what  God  has  called  us  as  a 
people  to  do. 

RECORD:  What  positive 
aspects  are  there  of  pestering  a 
smaller  church? 

FUTRAL:  For  me  personally, 
I  must  confess  that  I  would  not 
take  anything  for  the  blessings  and 
the  privilege  that  I  was  given  to  be 
pester  of  a  church  that  would  not 


be  considered  one  of  the  biggest 
churches  in  the  land.  Oh,  the  Mess¬ 
ing  and  the  good  things  that  God 
did  in  my  life  because  1  was  touched 
by  tho,e  congregations.  Over  fifty 
years  ago  a  small  church  on  a  dirt 
road  in  Tippah  County  contacted 
me  and  asked  me  to  come  preach  a 
trial  sermon.  I  went  and  preached 
on-  Sunday  and  used  my  two  best 
sermons.  I  say  mv  two  best  be¬ 
came  1  only  had  about  two,  and 
tbycaDedme.  I  am  confident  they 
had  no  idea  of  what  they  were  get¬ 
ting.  I  was  as  green  as  a  gourd,  wet 
btfind  the  ears,  wide-eyed  young 


of  it  all,  that  smaller  church  with 
that  gigantic  heart  loved  me  and 


P  eacner.  Nertber  day  knew  what 

Lvas  getting  whent^fe  embraced 
b/ a  kAing  congregation  who  bar- 
ally,  honesdybdd  me  up  to  the  Fa- 
ther  and  asked  God  to  use  my  life. 
They  listened  to  me  struggle  when 
I  would  come  to  the  pulpit  They 
watched  as  I  did  everything  a  pas¬ 
tor  does,  but  1  was  doing  it  for  the 
very  first  time.  I  baptized  my  first 
i«rson,  married  my  first  couple, 
had  my  first  funeral,  enjoyed  the 
blessings  of  my  first  revival,  went 
to  the  very  first  deacon’s  meeting 
I  had  ever  been  m,  led  in  my  first 
Vacation  Bible  School,  my  first 
Lonfs  Supper,  and  on  and  on  the 
list  goes.  1  can  only  imagine  what 
hey  must  have  been  thinking  as 
L  with  fear  and  trembling,  walked 
through  those  and  many  other 
events  with  them.  In  the  midst 


RECORD:  How  can  pasters  of 
smaller  churches  encourage  and 
support  each  other? 

FUTRAL:  In  the  many  years 
that  1  was  poster  of  what  would 
be  considered  a  small  church,  I 
admired  preachers  in  the  great  big 
churches  and  ^predated  so  many 
of  them  who  more  than  just  tool 
notice  of  thfe  young  whippersnap- 
per  of  a  preacher.  They  had  time 
to  talk  to  me,  to  treat  me  as  one 
of  their  peers  and  encourage  me 
in  my  walk  with  the  Lord  and  my 
min&Qf.  1  had  many  friends  who 
were  pMocctfchtmnesfikc  mine, 
and  We  were  a  bless  ing  to  each 
other  then  and  now.  Of  courae, 
none  of  us  knew  that  we  were  pas¬ 
tors  of  small  churches,  because  we 
thought  that  God  had  called  us  and 
blessed  us  with  the  greatest  expe¬ 
rience  of  life.  Sometimes,  it  is  not 
the  way  we  look  at  our  churches, 
but  the  way  we  see  ourselves  in 
our  calling  and  our  walk  with  God 
that  rive  us  a  sense  of  identity  and 
worth.  I  honesty  then  nor  now 
know  what  a  big  church  is  or  really 
what  a  small  church  i&  I  only  know 
that  I  am  so  deeply  grateful  for  the 
journey  that  He  has  allowed  me  to 
walk  and  the  opportunities  that  He 
has  given  me  to  serve. 
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Just  for  th'3  Record 


Fifth  and  lixth  grade  giria  from  MONTICELLO 
CHURCH.  MONTICELLO ,  made  blueberry  |eily. 
The  girls  were  given  a  jar  to  take  home  and  deliv¬ 
ered  other  jars  to  shut-ins. 


Members  of  EAST  MOSS  POINT  CHURCH.  NEW  HOPE  CHURCH.  WALNUT  WOVE,  held  • 
MOSS  POINT,  honored  th#*r  fethere,  living  or  beby  dedication  May  24.  Shown  ere  Joeh  &  Shan- 

deceeeed.  by  dlepl eying  framed  photo#  on  FetherV  non  Brown  with  their  eon,  Lawson,  and  paetor 
Dey.  Shown  are  Roy  Lang  end  pastor  David  Abbott  Michael  Harper. 


ill 


"twd 

.  * 


FAIR  RIVER  CHURCH.  RROOKHAVEN.  hon 

ored  Amy  Anderson  (mother  with  most  children 
present)  end  Ida  Mae  Lofton  (oldest  mother)  on 
Mother's  Day  Also  honored  were  the  house  moth¬ 
ers  of  the  Baptist  Children's  Village  Dickerson  Place: 
Brenda  Schaxnayder,  Linda  Peoples,  and  Patsy 
Gilmore  (not  shown).  Jay  Anderson,  pastor. 


GRACE  CHURCH.  VICKMURG.  joined  with 
Woodmen  Life  to  donate  nonperishable  foods  to  the 
community  storehc  jse  food  pantry  May  9. 


In  othsr  Church  Nsws: 

►  First  Church.  Runnefstown.  will  beat  Squire 
Parsons  in  ooncert  July  18.7  p  m.  Love  offering.  Par¬ 
sons  wffl  also  preach  July  19. 10  sjn. 


Students  from  FRENCH  CAMP  CHURCH. 
FRENCH  CAMP,  spent  a  week  at  Garaywa  Camp 
and  Conference  Center. 


>  New  Zion  Church.  Braxton,  is  liosting  t  Beth 
Moore  Living  Proof  Live  Simulcast  Sept  12, 9  a,ra.  - 
4  p.m.  Cost  $40.  which  includes  hinch  and  an  after¬ 
noon  break.  Limited  to  150:  first  come,  first  served. 
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mindful  of  ongoing  develop¬ 
ments  in  these  areas.’ 

In  February  of  this  year,  the 
board  of  trustees  for  William 
Carey  University  approved  a 
resolution  adopting  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Faith  and  Message  of  the 


Southern  Baptist  Convention  have  not  changed  in  light  of  the 
as  part  of  the  school’s  State-  recent  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ml- 
ment  of  Faith  and  Practice,  ing.  We  teach  the  traditional 
Section  XVII  of  the  Baptist  Christian  and  Southern  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message  defines  position  on  proper  sexual  rela- 
marriage  as  the  union  of  one  tionship6  and  we  will  continue 
man  and  one  woman.  to  do  so.” 

Lee  Royce,  president  of  Mis-  LoMaglio  pointed  out,  “At 
sissippi  College  in  Clinton,  which  this  point,  there  is  no  reason 
holds  CCCU  membership,  said,  to  believe  that  religious  insti- 

“Our  positions  and  policies  tutions,  who  do  immense  good 
by  educating  first-generation 
and  low-income  students,  pro¬ 
viding  thousands  of  hours  of 
volunteer  time  to  their  com¬ 
munities,  and  are  institutions  a  Christian  institution  after  sev 
essential  to  the  fabric  of  their  ering  ties  with  the  Tennessee 
communities,  would  be  target-  Baptist  Convention  in  2007 
ed  to  be  penalized  in  this  way  aod  Hope  College  in  Holland 
for  their  longstanding  religious  ML,  which  is  affQiated  with  thr 
beliefs.  The  test  for  tax-exemp-  Reformed  Church  of  America 
tion  is  public  good,  and  our  in-  say  they  are  offering  benefits  tc 
st i tutions  absolutely  serve  the  the  spouses  of  aD  legally  mar 


'At  this  point,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
religious  institutions  ...  would  be  targeted  to  be 
penalized  in  this  way  for  their  longstanding  religious 
beliefs.  The  test  for  tax-exemption  is  public  good, 
and  our  institutions  absolutely  serve  the  public 

good.’ 


MSAudio  LLC 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video.  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


P.O.  Bon  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 

Chmon,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


822-0401  or  E-mai  pdfw4760Qatt  net  for 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  «  pleased  to  publish 
news  end  photographs  of  special  events  that 
taka  place  in  cooperating  churchas  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
will  not  be  published 

Preferred  method,  news  may  be  submitted 


vie  email  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hard 
copy  photographs  mailed  through  the  postal 
service  will  not  be  accepted  Photographs  must 
be  dear,  sharp,  and  welHighted.  Photographs 
must  depict  people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or 
object-only  photographs  will  be  printed 
Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  wiM  not  be  published 
Cell  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolution 
items  that  do  not  reproduce  well  on  newsprint 
are  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  will  be  published,  and  unsolicited 
material  wdl  not  be  acknowledged  or  returned 
All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and  a* 
photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  date  Articles  that 
are  not  date-sensitive  will  be  published  on  a 
space-available  basis  These  guidelines  are  not 
meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record  PO  Box 
530.  Jackson.  MS  39205-0530  FAX  (601 )  292 
3330  E-mail  baptistrecord®mbcb  org 


must  be  included  in  the  message  segment  of 
an  email  form.  Secondary  method  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11-inch  paper  and  mailed  AN  articles  must  be 
received  in  writing;  no  articles  wiN  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  wiN  be  accepted 
Photograph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 
permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise  Include  the 
who.  what,  when,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person  s  address  and 
telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically 


prior  experience  working  with  children  and  Foxworth.  MS  39463 
in  congregational  or  organizational  setting  EASTW0O0  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  INDI- 
rwyuired  (experience  a*  children  s  minis-  ahoa,  MS  .  IS  IN  SEARCH  OF  A  FULL 
ler  or  equivalent  preferred)  Send  resume  time  PASTOR.  Please  *end  resumes  to 
end  cover  letter  to  oflicoQfbcsur-, ran  org  Search  Committee  P  0  Bo*  466 

BETHEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  A  SMALL  Indienoie  Me  38751  or  e-mail  to  Srirtey 

COUNTRY  CHURCH  BETWEEN  Bette  at  s.bettaQtoekeouth  net _ 

0REW  AMO  RULEVU.LE.  MISS  IN  POSITION  OPENING  PART-TIME 
SUNFLOWER  COUNTY.  IS  ACCEPTING  CHURCH  SECRET  ARY /BOOKKEEPER 
RESUMES  FOR  THE  POSITION  OF  Bl-  New  Sight  Baptist  Church  Brookhaven 
VOCATIONAL  PASTOR  Please  send  MS  Please  email  resumes  to  newsightbc© 
resumes  to  PO  Bo*  249  Drew  Miss  cableone  com  or  mad  to  629  Forest  Trail 
38737  N£  Brookhaven  MS  3960 1 
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Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 


RO.  Box  27 

Clinton.  MS  390b04J027 
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MAY  *015 
MEMORIALS 


Marilyn  Graham 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Paul  W  Allen 


Charley  Edwards 
Marie  Smith 
Robin  Grantham 

Uaa  Miller  Grantham 
Han.ftMn.JeMH. 


IAI 
Mr  johnny  Jones 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  George  M  Eagle 
Mr.  u  V  Jones 
Patricia  ft  Annie  Peart  Triplett 
Ann  r  Kennedy 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Bill  Loveless 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 

Jean  Hearn  King 


Mr.  ft  Mrs 

John 

Mr _ 

J  C  Hadaway 
Mr  ft  Mis.  Weldon  F.  Kyie 
Larry  Hawley 

Mr  ftMis  JininyW  Hardy 
Mr  Alan  L  Freeman 
Elma  Heffner 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jack  G.  Virden 
Jean  Hitt 

Miller  ft  Loa  Bankston 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Larry  D.  Glass 
Wendy  Champson  Hood 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ihny  E  Champion 

Eldon  Hopf 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Bubh.  Foster 
Travis  Hurst 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Byron  Dean 


Mike.  J  arris  ft  Ben  Goff 
Mr  ft  Mia.  Percy  J.  Peeler 

Bany  Lackey 

McCoolBC 
Gordoo  Ladner 
Juniper  Grove  BC.  Ruth  SSC 
Mr  Ronald  Lafon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wilburn  H. 
Lowery 

Joan  Marie  Latham 
Ma.  Mary  Margaret  Adams 
Robert  G  (Bobby)  UBy 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Frank  O 
CroathwaiLJr 
Carrie  Lipacomb 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  H.  B.  McKmght 
Unity  BC.  Adult  3  SSC 
Carrie  Leigh  Thurman 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hugh  L  Jackson 
Mildred  Jackson 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jamas  E. 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Doc  Oakman 
Mrs.  Irene  Johnson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Mike  Dean 
Ruth  V  Johnson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  George  H. 
Crawford,  Jr. 


Liberty  HS  Class  of  1962 
Charles  Jones 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 


Holcomb  BC 
Tommy  Lovem 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Curtis  A  Buchanan 
Tommy  Ludus 
Mrs.  Nancy  G  Parker  ft  Gail 
Gayle  Magneas 
Mra.  Pauline  Corban 
Margie  Gayle  Magness 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Buddy  Rowland 
Mra.  Maude  Maness 


Mrs.  Willie  Grace  Myatt 
Ada  Mangin 
Stanton  BC 
Bessie  Dee  Martin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Daniel  A  Smith 
Mrs.  Frances  Gran.  Mason 
Dr.  ft  Mra.  F.  David  Rives 
Mra.  Louise  S.  Hpacox 
Dorsey  Wayne  Maxwell 
Tony  Rogers 
Cynthia  B.  McDonald 
Mr  Charles  W  Holmes 
John  W  McFarland 
Eddiceton  BC 
Mary  Hud  McGsugh 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Paul  W  Alien 
Mra.  Inez  McKimon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Mark  E  Gunn 
Mother  of  Elsie  B.  McLemore 
Mrs.  Elsae  B  McLemore 
Raymond  McRee 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Paul  W.  Allen 
Ludle  Mikdl 
Mias  Lucy  Mikell 
Mra.  Mabd  Miller 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Jay  L  Hubbard 
Martha  Monte 
Mr.  Alan  l*  Freeman 
James  A  (Rocky)  Moore 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Glen  E.  F3cf 
Mitch  Moore 
Ms.  Martha  Moore 
Ruth  Moore 

Compliments  of  You  LLC 
Mrs.  Paige  Haven 
Mrs.  Gail  Morgan 
Mrs.  Betty  A  Brown 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Vickers 
Keith  Morse 
Ms.  Judy  H.  Lacy 
Mra.  Ella  Mae  Newton 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Mike  Dean 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Paul  Nunnery 
Ms  Margaret  A  Patrick 
R.  H.  Nunnery 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Jerry  Jackson 
Mary  Dee  Odom 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Warren  Strickland 
Dr  David  Owen 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Curbs  A  Buchanan 
Matt  Owen 
Mr.  Jimmy  Slay 
Mra.  Elaine  Freeman  Parker 
liberty  HS  Oms r;  196a 
J.  V  ft  Mary  K.  Parker 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Michael  W.  Parker 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Pate 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Marytas  Peckenpaugh 
Mrs.  Judith  Scruggs 
Jewd  Peeples 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ray  Cothran 
Croas  Pegram 
Mickey  ft  Judy  B.  Hale 
Josephine  Ramsey 
Springfield  BC 
Mrs.  Johnnie  Beatrice  “Baa* 
Reynolds 
Ben  ft  Jill  Gant 
FBC  Quitman 
Marrtee  O.  Edwards 
Ms  Judy  H.  Lacy 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  R.  Blair 
Mrs.  Joan  M.  Pepper 
Gary  Roberts 
Don  ft  Ginger  Evans 
Stephen  Roberts 
Mr.  ft  Dr.  Herman  L  Durban 
Mrs.  Jane  Rose 
Inez  Wilson 
Paul  ft  June  Pybes 
Bobby  ft  Betty  Sue  WOson 
Mr  Harold  Sauder 
Juniper  Grove  BC,  Ruth  SSC 
Mrs.  Julia  Sdiwanebeck 
Mr  ft  Mra  Albert  F  Dribben 
Mary  (Prissy)  Sellers 
Mrs  Lynn  Robinson 
J.  C.  Sexton 
Mrs  Nidri  Tucker 
Fairish  Simmons 
Mrs.  Fled  E.  Tatum 
Mr  Lonnie  Sims 


Ms.  Pst  White 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Chem  Gong  Sit 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Doc  Oakman 
Mra.  Annie  Elizabeth  Ub"Skee 
The  Jerry,  Becky  ft  Mary 
Hickson  Family 
Mr.  Chip  Mikdl 
Mrs.  Betty  J.  Duncan 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  David  T  irham 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gerald  Buchanan 
burn  South 
Galilee  FBC 
Mrs.  Margaret  Smith 
Concord  BC 
Mra.  Cheryl  Case 
Mrs.  Margie  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Greg  Tynes 
Marjorie  M.  Smith 
Bill  ft  Beverly  Baker 
Lucas  ft  Britton  Little 
Roes  Smith 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 
Rhonda  F  Spain 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  H.  L  Brinkley 
Brandon  Spears 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jod  L.  Hale 
Shirley  Speights 


Mr  Paul  Lee,  representing  the  Clarke  College 
Alumni  Association,  presents  a  check  in  memory 
of  Juanita  West,  who  was  twice  a  faculty  member 
of  Clarke  College  and  very  involved  in  the  work  at 
Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton,  MS,  to  Dr.  Rory  Lee,  BCV 
Executive  Director,  to  provide  a  scholarship  for  a 
female  resident  to  attend  Camp  Garaywa  this  sum¬ 
mer.  To  learn  more  about  the  Clarke  College  Alumni 
Association  please  visit  www.clarkecollege.com 

Annie  Lee  Walker  Cedi  Edwin  Washington 

Emma  Tillman  Mr.  ft  Mra.  John  Hobbs 

Mr.  Hugh  EUhs  Walker  Mr.  ft  Mra.  Ray  Cothran 

Mr.  ft  Mra.  Mike  Dean  Ms.  Betty  J.  Montesi 

Mrs.  Tommie  Joan  Wallace  Ann  Wdborn 

Lou  Bullock  ft  Libby  Bullock  Mr.  ft  Mra.  Paul  W.  Allen 

Pi*™*  Dr  Mitchell  B  Wells 

Mr.  ft  Mra.  Charles  E.  Blackwell  Mr  ft  Mra.  B.  R.  Taylor 

Mrs.  Mary  J.  Henderson  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  F.  R.  Clark 


BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 


The  BCV  employs  Christian,  mission-minded,  husband  and  wife 

wlt*'out  dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position 
of  Houseparents.  The  couples  must  be  mature  Christian  adults  with 
personal  integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children  s  Vil¬ 
lage  staff 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meals  while  on  duty.  The  primary  job  responsibility  of 
Houseparents  is  to  maintain  a  home -like  environment  that  models 
healthy,  Christian  family  living  for  children  and  youth  residents.  They 
are  the  primary  caregivers  and  help  with  everything  from  trans- 
portation  and  homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  as¬ 
signed.  However,  all  Houseparents  need  to  be  in  good  physical 
mentd  and  emotional  health.  They  must  be  cooperative  and  com¬ 
fortable  working  in  a  team  environment. 

To  apply  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contact 
Celeste  Cade  at  ccade@baptistchildrensvillage.com  or  601-922- 


A  complete  job  description  and  application  may  be  downloaded 
www.  baptistchildrensvillage .  com . 


Jesus'  Revelation  •  Revelation  1:1-8 


It  is  probably  not  what  the  Apostle 
John  had  anticipated.  The  last  years  of 
his  life,  1  mean.  The  remaining  survi¬ 
vor  of  the  original  disciples  of  Christ 
was  exiled  on  the  small,  barren  island 
of  Patinos.  For  punishment,  the  Roman 
authorities  had  banished  John  the  re¬ 
mote  location  due  to  his  faith  in  Jesus 
and  growing  influence.  They  must  have 
figured  if  John  was  out  of  their  sight,  he 
would  not  be  much  of  an  inspiration  to 
anyone.  If  he  was  alone,  they  assumed 
he  would  have  no  lasting  impact.  They 
could  not  have  been  more  wrong.  Not 
only  would  God  use  some  of  John’s  fi¬ 
nal  years  to  draw  him  closer  to  Christ, 
He  would  also  providentially  use  John’s 
time  of  exile  at  Patinos  to  share  one  of 
the  most  powerful  and  beautiful  portions 
of  Scripture  we  have  in  our  possession. 

Up  until  this  point  in  our  studies  to¬ 
gether.  we  have  explored  the  themes  of 
love,  the  dangers  of  false  doctrine  and 
the  uniqueness  of  Christ  as  described  in 
1  John.  Beginning  this  week,  our  jour¬ 
ney  takes  a  turn  to  the  Book  of  Revela¬ 
tion.  Revelation,  (no  “s"  at  the  end)  may 
not  be  the  most  read  section  of  Scripture 
in  the  Bible,  but  it  is  definitely  the  most 
debated  and  die  one  most  tilled  with 
symbolism  and  subject  to  various  inter¬ 
pretations.  It  will  not  be  the  purpose  of 


the  lessons  in  your  study  guides  or  this 
commentary  to  provide  an  exhaustive 
or  comprehensive  study  of  Revelation. 

The  intention  of  the  second-half  of  this 
summer  quarter  is  to  highlight  the  com¬ 
mon  thread  of  Christ  and  His  ultimate 
victory.  With  all  the  many  positions 
scholars  and  laity  take  based  on  the 
book  of  Revelation,  the  theme  of  Christ 
victorious  should  be  the  most  promi¬ 
nent.  For  in 
the  end, 

Christ  will 

sa'si  \  I*  Explore  the 

Him"8  win  with  Bobby  Me, 

have  an 
eternity  to 
abide  in  His 
presence. 

As  a  fellow  student  and  teacher  of 
God’s  word,  I  know  this  could  probably 
go  without  saying,  but  it  is  important  to 
note  the  first  five  words  in  the  book  of 
Revelation.  They  read.  The  Revelation 
of  Jesus  Christ  (Revelation  i:i)  Do  not 
k)6e  sight  of  those  handful  of  words.  So 
much  of  what  we  believe  pertaining  to 
Revelation  is  based  on  commentary  and 
personal  input  Even  now,  you  are  read¬ 


ing  the  words  of  this  minister  probably 
hoping  to  glean  some  insist  or  truth  to 
assist  in  your  lesson  study.  The  best  1, 
or  anyone  can  offer  you  is  the  reminder 
of  whose  Revelation  it  is. 

God  chose  to  reveal  Himself  to  John. 
The  Father  had  an  important  raessag 
to  share  with  John,  the  churches  of  t 
region  and  believers  of  today  as  well. 
This  act  of  revealing  indicates  God’s 
great  love 
■  for  people 
and  His  de¬ 
sire  to  com¬ 
mune  with 
us.  The 
only  way  we 
can  know 
God  is  on 
His  terms. 
When  we 
love  some¬ 
one  we  want  to  know  all  about  them 
and  talk  with  them.  Look  at  Scripture 
through  this  lens.  Think  of  all  the  good 
times  you  have  had  because  of  a  reveal¬ 
ing.  A  letter  of  acceptance  from  a  uni¬ 
versity,  an  engagement  ring  in  small 
black  box,  a  test  indicating  a  new  baby 
is  on  the  way  are  all  examples  of  major 
life  events  that  *ere  revealed  to  you. 

of  God’s 


Scripture  is  the  great  unveiling  < 


love  for  us  and  His  character.  Scripture 
is  a  testimony  to  Christ.  Jesus  is  the  fo¬ 
cus  of  divine  revelation  and  should  be 
also  be  the  center  of  our  teaching  (Rev¬ 
elation  1:2). 

Revelation  1:3  reminds  us  of  the 
and  knowledge  that  can  only 

_ 1  rough  the  reading  and  study  of 

this  book.  When  some  01  you  saw  the 
table  of  contents  a  few  weeks  ago  in  your 
study  guide,  you  may  have  panicked 
Why  is  that?  Is  it  because  Revelation 
is  a  hard  book  to  understand?  Is  it  be¬ 
cause  vou  have  trouble  with  the  symbols 
and  illustrations?  Does  Revelation  scare 
you?  Do  you  become  baffled  when  oth¬ 
ers  start  talking  about  premillennialism, 
postmillennialism,  and  amillennialism? 
Maybe  you  can  relate  to  the  preacher  1 
heard  once  say  when  it  came  to  Revela¬ 
tion,  he  ascribed  to  the  panmiDennial- 
ism  viewpoint,  meaning  it  would  all  pan 
out  in  the  end.  Indeed  it  will,  but  why 
not  be  blessed  and  gain  understanding 
along  the  way?  Christ  is  coining  and  He 
is  coming  soon  (Revelation  1:7).  The  last 
words  in  our  text  words  belong  to  Jesus. 
You  see,  it’s  His  Revelation.  Let  us  hear 
what  He  has  to  say! 

McKay  is  pastor  of  HarperviUe 
Church ,  HarperviUe. 


Return  to  God  •  Jonah  1:1-3;  3:1-5, 10 


Several  years  ago,  our  children’s  choir 
performed  a  fantastic  musk  entitled, 
Go  Jonah,  Go!*  about  the  story  of  Jo¬ 
nah.  I  will  never  forget  the  child  who 
played  the  part  of  Jonah.  One  of  our 
moat  active,  most  aggravating,  most 
likely  to  get  thrown  out  of  RA’s,  played 
the  part  of  Jonah.  In  one  scene,  he  had  to 
run  around  the  sanctuary  while  the  choir 
sang,  “Go,  Go  Jonah!  It  was  perfect 
casting  since  he  regularly  ran  around  the 
church  aflyway! 

In  the  first  part  of  the  lesson.  Jonah 
1:1-3,  God  baa  spoken  to  Jonah  to  go 
and  preach  to  the  city  of  Ninevah.  At  the 
time  of  this  story,  Ninevah  was  a  very 
wicksdetty.  It  was  the  capital  of  the  As¬ 
syrian  Empire  and  they  were  histori¬ 
cally  very  wicked  people.  History  tells 
us  how  that  the  Assyrians  would  maim 
their  enemies  in  war.  They  were  hor- 


could  have  been  sending  Jonah  to  the 
largest,  most  wicked  city  Known  to  man 
in  the  entire  world. 

What  does  Jonah  do?  Since  Nineveh  is 
east.  He  left  in  the  opposite  direction  and 
caught  a  ship  going  west  He  was  running 
from  the  tall  of  God.  He  caught  a  boat 
at  Joppa,  bound  for  Tarshish.  Tarsh- 
ish  was  the  most  remote  outpost  at  that 
time.  I  be¬ 
lieve  when 
Jonah  de¬ 
cided  to  ig- 

3i I  s  for  life 

it  in  a  big 
“honking* 
way- he  was 


tory  tells  us  that  there  were  cities  that 
when  surrounded  by  the  Assyrian  army 
and  doomed  to  fell  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  cities  would  all  commit  suicide. 
It  was  also  a  large  city;  in  fact,  the  his¬ 
torians  say  was  the  largest  city  in  the 
ancient  world.  So,  quite  possibly  God 
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far  away  as 
be  can  go. 

Although  the  Scripture  in  this  les¬ 
son  does  not  include  the  rest  of  chap¬ 
ter  1  and  2,  we  know  that  Jonah  was 
thrown  overboard  of  the  ship  and  was 
swallowed  by  a  whale.  It  was  during 
this  time  that  Jonah  called  to  the  Lora 
and  the  Lord  answered  by  commanding 
the  fish  to  spit  Jonah  out  onto  dry  land. 
His  whole  goal  had  been  to  escape  the 
presence  and  conviction  of  God  and  yet. 


in  the  place  least  expected.  ..God  was 
there.  We  cannot  escape  from  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  God-no  matter  where  we  go  or 
what  we  do- His  presence  will  be  there. 
He  fills  the  entire  universe-even  the  bel¬ 
ly  of  a  whale. 

David  the  psalmist  said,  “If  I  ascend 
into  heaven  tnou  art  there:  if  I  descend 
into  hell  thou  ait  there.  If  I  take  the 
wings  of 
the  morn¬ 
ing,  and 
flee  to  the 
uttermost 
parts  of 
the  sea, 
even  there 
You  lead 
me"  Psalm 
139:8-10 
(KJV)  We 

simply  cannot  go  anywhere  that  God  is 
notpmeaL 

Chapter  3  finds  Jonah  again  hear¬ 
ing  from  God  of  the  urgency  to  go  to 
Nineveh.  As  he  begins  to  preadi  of  judg¬ 
ment  of  God,  the  Ninevites  believed  Jo¬ 
nah.  They  trusted  his  message.  A  fast 
was  proc  laimed  and  all  of  them  from  the 
greatest  to  the  least,  put  on  sackcloth,  to 
signify  their  repentance.  God  saw  how 


the  people  turned  from  their  evil  ways 
and  din  not  destroy  them  as  He  had 
planned.  His  mercy  and  compassion 
were  immediate  when  he  saw  the  change 
in  their  hearts.  Nineveh  was  saved! 

Walk:  Take  some  time  today  to 
spend  in  repentance.  Ask  God  to  reveal 
to  you  where  your  heart  has  strayed 
from  His  purposes  and  call. 

Run:  who  in  your  circle  of  influence 
needs  a  strong  word  from  God?  Pray 
and  ask  God  to  give  you  boldness  to 
proclaim  Him. 

Soar:  Know  that  friend  of  family 
member  who  is  in  a  sinful  lifestyle  and 
their  life  is  miserable  from  the  effects  of 
sin?  Ask  God  what  He  would  have  you 
to  do.  If  you  feel  His  conviction  (and 
only  then),  confront  in  love,  with  cour¬ 
age.  Use  your  words  to  stimulate  your 
friend  of  family  member  toward  God. 

And  that  wild  child  in  the  first  para¬ 
graph  I  mentioned  that  played  the  part 
of  Jonah?  He  and  his  new  bride  are 
faithfully  exploring  God’s  call  on  their 
lives... wherever  that  may  be.  They  are 
willing  to  Go.. .even  if  it  is  to  Nineveh 

Boumxan  is  Minister  of  Connection, 
First  Church ,  Brandon,  and  a  speaker 
for  women’s  events. 


SUDAN 

coot,  from  p.  1 

Sudan  has  been  designated 
aa  a  Country  of  Particular  Con¬ 
cern  by  the  U.S.  State  Depart¬ 
ment  since  1999  for  its  treat¬ 
ment  of  Christians  and  other 
human  rights  violations.  Sudan 
ranked  sixth  on  Christian  sup¬ 
port  organization  Open  Doors’ 


2015  World  Watch  List  of  50 
countries  where  Christians  face 
most  persecution. 

According  to  Morning  Star 
News,  the  charge  of  spying  (Ar¬ 
ticle  53  of  the  Sudanese  Penal 
CodeVlodged  against  the  pair  of 
pastors  is  punishable  by  death, 
life  imprisonment,  or  prison 
and  confiscation  of  property. 
The  charge  of  promoting  hatred 
among  or  against  sects  (Article 


84)  is  punishable  by  up  to  two 
years  in  prison.  The  pakors  are 
also  charged  with: 

■  undermining  the  constitu¬ 
tional  system  (Article  50),  pun¬ 
ishable  by  death,  life  impris¬ 
onment,  or  imprisonment  and 
confiscation  of  property 

■  disclosure  and  obtaining 
information  and  official  docu¬ 
ments  (Article  55) »  punishable 
by  two  years  in  prison  or  a  fine. 


■  blasphemy /insulting  reli¬ 
gious  creeds  (Article  125),  pun¬ 
ishable  by  one  year  of  imprison¬ 
ment  or  a  fine  or  no  more  than 
40  lashes. 

■  disturbance  of  the  publk 
peace  (Article  69),  punishable 
by  six  months  of  prison,  or  a 
fine  or  no  more  than  20  lashes. 

■  joint  acts  in  execution  of  a 
criminal  conspiracy  (Article  2i). 

Harassment,  arrests,  and 


persecution  of  Christians  have 
intensified  since  the  secession  of 
South  Sudan  in  July  2011,  when 
Bashir  vowed  to  adopt  a  stricter 
version  of  sharia  (Islamic  law) 
and  recognize  only  Islamic  cul¬ 
ture  and  the  Arabic  language. 
Sudan’s  minister  of  guidance 
and  endowments  announced  in 
April  2013  that  no  new  licenses 
would  be  granted  for  building 
new  churches  in  Sudan. 
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CALVARY  CHURCH,  SUMMIT:  June  15-  19; 
overall  average,  96,  with  62  children;  KodyTullos, 
VBS  director  Mike  Bums,  pastor. 


CALVARY  CHURCH,  PETAL:  June  8 -12;  80 
children  attending  with  68  volunteers;  the  boys 
collected  the  most  money  for  missions  and  got  to 
-silly  string"  the  girls. 


CRUOER  CHURCH,  CRUOER:  June  22  -  26;  44 

enrolled  with  20  volunteers;  two  children  accepted 
Christ  as  savior;  Al  Different,  pastor 


EVANSVILLE  CHURCH,  COTTONVILLE:  Fif¬ 
teen  children  gave  their  lives  to  the  Lord  and  were 
baptized. 


GRACE  UNITED  CHURCH.  DECATUR:  Gary 
Felton,  pastor,  shown  are  the  participants 


*v 


it  ft 


■ 


SYLVA  RENA  CHURCH,  VALORUSHA  COUNTY:  Shane  Crawford,  pastor;  HICKORY  GROVE  CHURCH, 
Gale  Caldwell,  director.  Shown  are  the  participants.  with  an  enrollment  of  76. 


LAMAR:  June  7  - 11;  average  attendance,  67 


LONGVIEW  CHURCH.  STARKVILLE:  Family  night.  Shown  are  the  children 

ieedkig  In  worship 

In  Other  VBS  News:  _  ►  Concord  Church,  Vhzoo  Chy:  VBS 

►  Naahoba  Chun*.  Unto*.  July  19  7  3  7” 

-  93p4NP  -  8:30  jun.;  commencement,  ^  Church,  Ruth:  July  18,  8:30 
pm  i  m*  “  3  p  m.;  ages,  3  years  -  6th  grade 


NEW  PROSPECT  CHURCH,  OLIVE  BRANCH:  Shown  are  the  participants 


